
Itinerary, UNM Alumni Travel Program to Ireland 
May 2019 

 
*Draft itinerary – subject to revision 
 
May 14: Depart for Dublin 
 
May 15: Arrival in Dublin, private coach transportation to accommodations in Wicklow Mountains, 
welcome dinner 
 
May 16: Excursion 1 – The Glendalough Experience (day trip by private coach) 

 
Glendalough is a glacial valley in County Wicklow, Ireland, renowned for an early 
medieval monastic settlement founded in the 6th century by St. Kevin.  

 
May 17: Excursion 2 – Powerscourt Estate and Gardens Tour (day trip by private coach) 

 
Powerscourt Estate, located in Enniskerry, County Wicklow, is a large country estate 
noted for its house and landscaped gardens, occupying 19 hectares. 

 
May 18: Excursion 3 – Trim Castle Tour (day trip by private coach) 
 

Trim Castle is a Normal castle on the south bank of the River Boyne in Trim, 
County Meath. With an area of 3,000 square meters, it is the largest Norman castle in 
Ireland and was featured in the film Braveheart. 

 
May 19: Excursion 4 – Kilkenny City and Castle Tour (day trip by private coach) 
 

Kilkenny City features many medieval sites, shopping, the Ballykeefe Distillery, and 
the stunning Kilkenny Castle, built in 1195 to control a fording-point of the River 
Nore and the junction of several routeways. Castle tour admission is included in the 
excursion.  

 
May 20: private coach transportation to accommodations in Buncrana, County Donegal; explore 
Buncrana 
 
May 21: Excursion 5 – Derry City 
 

Through a guided history and political tour of Derry, alumni will learn about the 
history of the Northern Irish Troubles, examine political mural art, and discuss the 
impact that Brexit has had on the Irish border.  

 
May 22: Excursion 6 – Bundoren and the Wild Atlantic Way (half-day trip by private coach) 
 

A popular seaside resort, Bundoren has more recently become an international 
surfing destination. Alumni will have the option of taking an introductory surfing 
class or participating in a guided nature walk. 



 
May 23: Private coach transportation to accommodations in Galway; farewell dinner for Tour A 
(depart for Dublin airport the following morning) 
 
May 24: Explore Galway; workshop with traditional Irish musician Eugene Lamb   
 
May 25: Excursion 7 – ferry to Aran Islands (Inishmore) 
 

The Aran Islands are three rocky isles guarding the mouth of Galway Bay, and they 
are an important site of traditional living in Irish history and culture. On the largest 
island, Inishmore, alumni will have the opportunity to walk, rent bicycles, or take 
horse and buggy or coach tours around the island, including the prehistoric ring fort 
of Dún Aonghasa, perched high atop a cliff.  

 
May 26: transport to Dublin; city tour; choice of sightseeing with faculty members  
 

Options include Glasnevin Cemetary, Guinness Storehouse, Trinity College, Dublin 
Castle, National Museum and Gallery 

 
May 27: Excursion 8 – Abbey Theatre Dublin 
 

Tour the Abbey Theatre, Ireland’s historic national theatre, during the day. Attend an 
evening theatrical performance after the group farewell dinner. 

 
May 28: Private transport to airport and departure 
 


